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India is a continent, not a country and that to
gather together the exceptional vices and crimes of
every people and province within her borders and
urge them against " India " or " Hinduism " is about
as fair as to charge a Norfolk farmer with practising
Corsican vendetta, on the strength of the latter's
being a " European" ctistom. In (a) one more we
have the sin of a small and high caste charged in a
.way to make it seem true of the whole country.
Kulin -Brahmans cannot be more than one in 1,000
of the Bengali population* and they exist only in
' Bengal. We have also the deliberate ignoring of the
way in which Hindus themselves have worked
against the abuse.

And in (10) we have the sweeping-in of prostitu-
tion customs, without a word of warning, as if they
were part of the respectable recognised life of the
Indian people, and as if in the possession of such a
class at all, the Indian people were incomparably *
depraved. Do the missionaries really affect such
innocence ? But if they do, at least let them observe
the Indian fact accurately. In this custom of
marriage to a god (or to a tree, as in Bengal); quaint
as it sounds, there is a tremendous protecting fence
thrown round girls. No Hindu man, however
abandoned will outrage the unwedded maiden. Be-
fore these poor victims, therefore, can take up the
practice of their profession, they have to go throiigh